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The FCTC: what is it and why is it important?The FCTC: what is it and why is it important?  



The FCTCThe FCTC  
  

• Legally binding treaty negotiated by the World 
Health Organization 

• World's first public health treaty  designed to 
reduce the devastating health and economic 
impacts of tobacco 

• February 27, 2005 came into force 
 

 



The FCTCThe FCTC  
  Here are some measures that countries are 

obligated to: 

• Enact comprehensive bans on tobacco 
advertising, promotion and sponsorship 

• Use picture health warnings on cigarette 
packs 

• Protect citizens from exposure to tobacco 
smoke in workplaces, public transport and 
indoor public places 

• Combat smuggling, including the placing of 
final destination markings on packs  

• Increase tobacco taxes 

  



LIST OF CARICOM COUNTRIES AND ENTRY INTO FCTC              

Country Date of Signature 
Date of 

Ratification 

Date of Entry into 

Force 

Anguilla  UKOT - - 

Antigua & 

Barbuda 28-Jun-04  05-Jun-06  03-Sep-06  

Bahamas 29-Jun-04 3-Nov-09   1 Feb 2010  

Barbados 28-Jun-04 03-Nov-05 01-Feb-06  

Belize 26-Sep-03 15-Dec-05 15-Mar-06  

Bermuda UKOT   -  - 

British Virgin 

Islands 

UKOT  -  - 

Cayman Islands UKOT  -  - 

Dominica 29-Jun-04 24-Jul-06 22-Oct-06  

Grenada 29-Jun-04 14-Aug-07 142Nov-07  



LIST OF CARICOM COUNTRIES AND ENTRY INTO FCTC              

Country Date of Signature 
Date of 

Ratification 

Date of Entry into 

Force 

Guyana Acceded 15-Sep-05 14-Dec-05  

Haiti 23-Jul-03  -  -  

Jamaica 24-Sep-03 07-Jul-05 05-Oct-05  

Montserrat UKOT  -  - 

St. Kits & Nevis 

29-Jun-04 

- 

21-Jun-2011  

 

19-Sep-11  

St. Lucia 29-Jun-04 07-Nov-05 05-Feb-06  

St. Vincent & Gr. 14-Jun-04 29-Oct-10  27-Jan-11   

Suriname 24-Jun-04 16-Dec-08 16-Mar-09   

 Trinidad & 

Tobago 27-Aug-03 19-Aug-04 27-Feb-05  

Turks & Caicos 

Islands UKOT  -  - 



Defining civil society 

  Civil society is the sector of society 
composed of the totality of voluntary civic 
and social organizations and institutions. It 
forms the basis of a functioning democratic 
society.  

 

 
 

The role of organized civil society in tobacco control in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Beatriz Marcet Champagne, Ernesto Sebrié, Verónica Schoj.  Salud publica de Mexico 01/2010; 52 Suppl 2:S330-9. 

 



Defining civil society 

 Civil society is and should be independent 
from government and has in theory 
complete freedom to act and may be able 
to have greater consistency in pursue of 
its mission as is not as influenced by 
political winds. 

 
The role of organized civil society in tobacco control in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Beatriz Marcet Champagne, Ernesto Sebrié, Verónica Schoj.  Salud publica de Mexico 01/2010; 52 Suppl 2:S330-9 



Defining civil society 
• Civil society organizations have a strong 

record of providing services and public 
education in the Caribbean.  

 

• Without the support and involvement 
of civil society, programmes developed 
to tackle NCD’s are not likely to be 
successful. 

 
The role of organized civil society in tobacco control in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Beatriz Marcet Champagne, Ernesto Sebrié, Verónica Schoj.  Salud publica de Mexico 01/2010; 52 Suppl 2:S330-9 

 



The role of civil society 

Civil society plays five main roles:  

• advocate  

• coalition builder  

• provider of evidence-based 
information  

• watchdog 

• service provider 
 

 

The role of organized civil society in tobacco control in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Beatriz Marcet Champagne, Ernesto Sebrié, Verónica Schoj.  Salud publica de Mexico 01/2010; 52 Suppl 2:S330-9 



  

 

 As an advocate, civil society  

• Supports government actions if 
favourable to the tobacco control cause  

• Might identify legislative priorities and 
help develop legislative measures.  

• Builds policy consensus, disseminating 
policy positions 

• Enhances public support for policies 

• Promotes a favourable public opinion 
 



 
 
 

Advocacy at the HFJ/JCTC 
the JCTC experience 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                     

 The Heart Foundation of Jamaica (HFJ) was 
established in 1971  

 A member of IAHF,  WHF,  FCA and the HCC  

 HFJ is involved in prevention programmes for 
cardiovascular disease.  

 Spearheaded the establishment of The Jamaica 
Coalition for Tobacco Control (JCTC) on May 31, 
World No Tobacco Day, 2002 and acts as the 
Secretariat.  

 

 



Advocacy 
• Sensitization meetings with key groups 

• Health Fairs, youth forum and other 
meetings  (local and international) 

• Technical support to the MOH  

• Letters to the Editor /articles in the 
newspapers, Editors Forum, TV and radio 
coverage, newspaper supplements 

• Countering claims by the tobacco 
industry 

• Presentations to Parliamentary 
Committees 

 













Coalition Building 
 

  

 

  



  

 

 As a builder of networks, alliances and 
coalitions, civil society convenes various 
organizations from many different 
backgrounds behind a common cause or 
objective.  

   

 



• The Coalition consists of nine member 
organisations, all committed to supporting 
Jamaica implement the Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control. 

 

• Our efforts are geared towards encouraging  
government  policies that do not promote the 
use of tobacco. 

 



  
  

 MembersMembers::  
•• AssociationAssociation  ofof  GeneralGeneral  Practitioners,Practitioners,  JamaicaJamaica  
•• CaribbeanCaribbean  CollegeCollege  ofof  FamilyFamily  Physicians,Physicians,  JamaicaJamaica  

ChapterChapter  
•• CaribbeanCaribbean  PublicPublic  HealthHealth  AssociationAssociation  
•• DiabetesDiabetes  AssociationAssociation  ofof  JamaicaJamaica  
•• JamaicaJamaica  CancerCancer  SocietySociety  
•• NursesNurses  AssociationAssociation  ofof  JamaicaJamaica  
•• TheThe  HeartHeart  FoundationFoundation  ofof  JamaicaJamaica  
•• TheThe  MedicalMedical  AssociationAssociation  ofof  JamaicaJamaica  
•• TheThe  DentalDental  AssociationAssociation  ofof  JamaicaJamaica  

 



Coalition Building 
Work with Key Organisations 

  
  
  

  
  

 Ministries of Health of the Caribbean Countries 
 Caribbean Cardiac Society 
 Caribbean College of Family Physicians,  
 Roswell Park Cancer Institute 
 The Healthy Caribbean Coalition 
 Regional and country offices of the Pan American 

Health Organization/World Health Organization 
 Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids 
 International tobacco control community 

 
  

 



Provider or evidence based information 

 

 

 



 As a provider of evidence-based 
information, civil society informs policy 
decisions and frequently translates 
science for use by policy makers, media 
and the public.  



Provider of evidence based 
information 

• Air Quality Management study to measure 
exposure to second hand smoke. 

• Survey on Graphic Health Warning 
effectiveness. 

• Public Opinion Poll on attitudes toward 
smoke free environments 

  



 As a watchdog, civil society monitors and 
reports on the progress of government 
and other institutions in meeting their 
commitments and achieving their goals.  

 Includes  monitoring for underhand activities 
of the tobacco industry 



Tobacco industry interference 



There is a fundamental, irreconcilable and 
inherent conflict between the tobacco 
industry’s interests and  public health 

policy interests 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Health is not negotiable-Guidelines for understanding, monitoring and counteracting tobacco industry interference with 
public policies (2012) 

 



Article 5.3 FCTCArticle 5.3 FCTC  
Industry Interference: The FCTC Commitments   

  

• Under Article 5.3 of the Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC), Parties agree that, in setting and 
implementing their public health policies with respect to 
tobacco control, they shall act to protect these policies 
from commercial and other vested interests of the 
tobacco industry. 

  

• This commitment is made recognizing ‘the need to be alert 
to any efforts by the tobacco industry to undermine or 
subvert tobacco control efforts and the need to be 
informed of activities of the tobacco industry that have a 
negative impact on tobacco control efforts’ (Preamble). 

 



 
Article 5.3 

 
Tobacco Industry Interference: The FCTC Commitments 

  

  
 

Guidelines for implementation of Article 5.3 

 

• Guidelines on how Government's  protect 
public health policies with respect to tobacco 
control from commercial and other vested 
interests of the tobacco industry 
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Watchdog 



Monitoring the tobacco industry 
ISSUE/CONTEXT ACTION BY JCTC OUTCOME 

Ongoing …. 

monitoring of TI 

attempts to 

‘normalize’ their 

operations 

Breaches of 

Article 5.3 . 

  

Press releases sent, 

letters to key 

Ministries in breach 

of FCTC. Letters to 

the editor and 

radio/TV interviews 

Support from our 

regional and 

International  

partners 

Government 
ministries and 
public more 
aware of  the 
FCTC and role of 
the tobacco 
industry 
 
 

 



A member of the JCF gives a 
description of the repair 
work done to the police van 
pictured.  The repairs were 
funded by Carreras 
 



TOBACCO INDUSTRY  INTERFERENCETOBACCO INDUSTRY  INTERFERENCE  

$5 MILLION DOLLARS PER $5 MILLION DOLLARS PER 
CONSTITUENCY EARMARKED FOR CONSTITUENCY EARMARKED FOR 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENTCOMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  



               Page 41 of the 2011-2012 Carreras Annual Report 

 



Carreras' Scholarship and Bursary Awardees pose with 
Michael Bernard after the 2010 Awards Banquet 





Monitoring the tobacco industry 

ISSUE/CONTEXT ACTION BY JCTC OUTCOME 

February 2011. 

Jamaica plans to 

increase tobacco 

production using 

crown lands 

Press release sent,  

open letter to 

Government 

Letters to the 

editor and radio/TV 

interviews 

Support from our 

regional and 

International  

partners to send 

letter to Govt 

Ministry of 
Agriculture shelved 
the plan to increase 
tobacco production 
This plan is in 
contravention of 
the FCTC. Article 
15-17 

 







Corporate Accountability launched an email petition 
asking members to send emails to the Jamaican Prime 
Minister and Minister of Health 
Over 3,500 emails sent 



BMJ  Tobacco Control article in the News 
Analysis Section 









Monitoring the tobacco industry 

ISSUE/CONTEXT ACTION BY JCTC OUTCOME 

March 2012 -tobacco 

company 

representative 

appointed to public 

Health Board 

Letters sent to the 

relevant Ministries 

and Board Chairman 

highlighting 

contravention of 

Article 5.3 of the 

FCTC 

Coalition and MOH 

presented to public 

Health Board 

Tobacco company 

representative 

removed from the 

public health board 







Shadow reports 

  “Report cards” or “shadow reports” are some 
examples of this watchdog role.  The Coalition 
has also submitted information for several 
shadow reports  to international bodies 









How successful has our advocacy been? 

• Jamaica ratified the FCTC in 2005 and is bound 
by its provisions 

• Jamaica has had draft tobacco legislation since 
2005 

• Tobacco control was not a priority for the  
former Government (2008-2011) and there 
was strong pressure by the tobacco lobby to 
delay the law 

• Opposition won by a landslide in Dec 2011 

 

 



• The new Minister of Health Dr Fenton 
Ferguson is a strong supporter of tobacco 
control law . 

• The Minister of Health enacted The Public 
Health (Tobacco Control) Regulations-2013 
effective July 15, 2013.  

• These regulations cover the implementation 
of 100% smoke free public places and 
workplaces and the of placing graphic health 
warnings 75% (GHW) on cigarette packs. 

 

 

How successful has our advocacy been? 



Comments by the Minister of Health 
on JCTC’s role in the tobacco 

regulations (Sept. 2013) 



Service provider role 



 Civil society often plays a service provider 
role. It might provide counselling to 
patients, smoking cessation services, 
treatment for the poor, and screenings.  



Service Provider 

Members of the Coalition are involved in a 
service provider role in terms of: 

• Screening patients 

• Offering cessation counseling  

• Facilitating community interactions with 
services 

• Obtaining and disseminating health 
information 

• Building informed public choice on health 



Summary 
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Lessons learnt 

• Civil society efforts are crucial to successful 
tobacco control efforts 

 

• Need a strong coalition founded on 
teamwork 

 

• Strong and respected leadership is essential 
 

• Effective tobacco control efforts require 
comprehensive, multipronged approaches 
and strategies 



Lessons learnt 
• Tobacco control advocates must continually 

seek to broaden the ways in which they raise 
awareness of tobacco’s negative effects 

 

• Economic research is an important component 
of effective advocacy.  Policymakers and the 
general public are often unaware of the 
massive financial costs to society of tobacco 
use. 

 

• Media can be a powerful tool for and ally of 
tobacco control advocates  



Next steps 
• Use the tobacco control model for tackling 

other risk factor for NCDs 
 

• Support the MOH in implementation and 
monitoring of recently enacted tobacco 
regulations 

 

• Continue to advocate for  the  MOH to pass 
more complete legislation including the ban 
on tobacco advertising promotion and 
sponsorship  and increased tobacco taxes 



Next steps 

• Advocate for research on economic burden 
of tobacco use 

 

• Prepare for and seek partners to fight 
possible litigation from tobacco industry 

 

• Look at a sustainability plan for the Coalition 
to continue its work 



The Role of Governments    

  

 Tobacco smoking is the only legally 
available product that kills when used 
exactly as the manufacturer intended.   

 

   Governments should protect the 
public health interest of the 
population and its’ policies should 
reflect this.   

 

  



 
 Committed to a Smoke Free 

Caribbean 
 

                                                       

                   

                                   

                                                       

                   

                                   



 

 

 


